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Studying the Origin of Shanghai Youth Supported Xinjiang in the
Perspective of Socio-Economic History ( 1962 —1966)

Yi Haitao
Abstract: From the perspective of social and economic structure a large number of urban primary and
secondary school students in Shanghai could not be properly placed after three difficult years. At that time
these populations were the “burden” of Shanghai undoubtedly. Therefore Shanghai needed to transfer these
“excess ” urban populations in a rational way. In the end Shanghai chose Xinjiang Production and
Construction Corps as the main resettlement site for Shanghai urban youth. The local governments
communicated with the central government and eventually selected the resettlement sites. In addition the
educated youth local governments and central government constituted a complete resettlement system during
the selection process of the resettlement site. The purpose of the resettlement work was to transform the
urban population “burden” into a labor force that created surplus value while at the same time demanded
maximum benefits. Seeking benefits was not only the result of the interaction between the “pushing force” of
the educated youth exporting place and the “pulling force” of the educated youth resettlement site but also
the important cause of Shanghai youth supported Xinjiang.
Key Words: Educated Youth Shanghai Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps Reasons for Educated
Youth Going to the Countryside
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