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Hot Issues Trends and Reflections: a Scanning Study

of Chinese Social History in the Year of 2017 ( topic for a special discussion)
Chairman: LI Wen

Chairman’ s words: According to Wang Jia—le a doctoral student at China Social History Research Center

Nankai University more than 1 000 papers on social history were published in 2017 covering topics such as

general social history social structure state power and regional society environment medical and social re—

lief daily life customs and beliefs and oral history. The number of papers reflects the prosperity and devel—

opment of Chinese social history in 2017. In order to show the hot issues and trends of China’s social history

research in 2017 we have organized a group of special discussion articles to sort out and discuss which hot is—

sues in China’ s social history research paid close attention to in 2017 and what kind of research trends it pres—

ented. At the same time we have questioned the existing research to give suggestions on the direction of future

research. As far as the study of Chinese social history in 2017 is concerned the position of “people—oriented”

has been reiterated and the phenomenon of “homogenization” and “fragmentation” have been rethought

which is undoubtedly beneficial to the healthy development of the discipline.

Key Words: Chinese social history; ancient Chinese social history; modern Chinese social history; contempo—

rary Chinese social history; hot issues and trends
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