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A Study into the Historical Logic of the Function Changes of Workers'
Cultural Palace
—— Taking Haikou Workers' Cultural Palace for Example

FENG Wei
( Institute of Contemporary China Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100009 )

Abstract: The Workers' Cultural Palace, as an important place of cultural life of employees and an organizational guarantee for our country to
promote the development of mass cultural undertakings, plays an important role in our national construction. Take the Workers' Cultural Palace
in Haikou City for instance, it has undergone significant changes in the roles, structure and ways of realizing the three main functions of politics,
economy and culture since the establishment of New China to the end of the 20th century. Its changes of functions can be roughly boiled down to
the five periods of "politics" as the mainstay, balanced development, shrinking and stagnation, full recovery, and the "revival" of entertainment. This
process of changes, hence, shows that it always fulfills its functions in the joint force of the will of our country and the needs of workers, which has
been seriously affected by the organizational environment and economic system. The facts above present the realization mechanism of the Workers'
Cultural Palace in our national construction, and have important enlightening significance for promoting the new development of workers' cultural
undertakings in the new era.

Key words: Workers' Cultural Palace; mass cultural undertakings of trade unions; changes in functions
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Reflections on the Rule of Risk Burden of Wage Payment when Payment for
Labor Fails
——Under the Background of Normalization of COVID-19 Pandemic
Prevention and Control

DING Wanjing
( School of Law, China University of Labor Relations, Beijing 100048 )

Abstract: Under the current background of normalization of pandemic prevention and control, companies may face suspension of production
due to pandemic prevention and control measures at any time. This kind of labor contract performance is neither attributable to the worker nor to
the company's inability to pay for labor, which constitutes the inability to perform the labor contract. Results of the study showed enterprises have
stronger risk-bearing ability than workers and should bear the risk of continuing to pay wages according to the rules and concepts of traditional
private law and labor law. However, from the perspective of macroeconomic development, continuous payment of wages is undoubtedly worse
for companies that suspend the work and production. In the context of global pandemic prevention and control, most countries share the risks of
enterprises through the function of social insurance systems, and supplement the material needs of workers through social insurance to achieve
the ultimate goal of ensuring employment. The conclusions of the study indicate that first, our country should reflect on the shortcomings of the
labor law in response to the pandemic. Second, under the current background of normalization of COVID-19 pandemic prevention and control, we
should deal with the ongoing crisis brought about by the pandemic from the following three aspects of labor consultation, labor relations, and stable
employment.

Key words: COVID-19 pandemic situation; labor contract; wage payment; risk; social law
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