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The May Fourth Movement: an Important Milestone

in the Progress of Cultural Confidence
CAO Guang — zhang
( Institute of Contemporary China Studies Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100009 China)

Abstract: Recently the denial of the May Fourth Movement has been an increasingly apparent tide in the ideo—
logical trend of nihilism. Either denying the progress of the entire history after the May Fourth Movement or de—
nying the cultural progress while merely recognizing the historical progress this is a set pattern from which it is
difficult for the various kinds of ideological trends or arguments denying the May Fourth Movement to break a—
way. Seen from the point of Marxism the historical progress and the cultural progress of China as of the May
Fourth Movement consist of a unified historical process. The cultural creation of new democracy has gradually be—
come the main stream which leads the Chinese cultural to overcome the low tide of lost cultural confidence and
acquire the cultural confidence once again step by step. In this sense the May Fourth Movement is an important
milestone in the process of national confidence since the early modern age. To memorize the 100th anniversary of
the May Fourth Movement we should under the guide of General Secretary Xi Jinpings important statement on
cultural confidence move on along the road of cultural confidence created by the movement.
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