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Inequalities in the Seeking for Equality
——The New China’ s Pursuit of Educational Equality from the Perspective of School’ s Opening
to Workers and Peasants (1949—1965)
WANG Ai - yun
(Institute of Contemporary China Studies Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100009 China)
Abstract:Since the time of establishment the Chinese Communist Party has taken the responsibility of seeking the right
and access to education for the workers and peasants. After the foundation of the People” s Republic of China the majority of
people get the equal opportunity of accessing to education but the long time weak position of workers and peasants in educa—
tion cannot be changed and improved automatically and naturally. The school’ s opening to workers and peasants was one effort
of the Party to increase educational opportunities and to achieve real equality of education. In practice although various meas—
ures were taken to give the young workers and peasants or the children of the workers and peasants the priorities of going to
schools  but their enrollments especially in colleges and universities were still not reaching the balanced proportions com—
pared with those of other groups. Thus after 1958 the further step of school” s opening to the workers and peasants got prac—
ticed. However with implementation of the Class — Line the access of the children of the “exploiting class ”to higher educa-
tion got limited which makes “ inequalities in the seeking for equality” be the characteristic of new China’ s pursuit of educa—
tional equality .

Key words: school’ s opening to workers and peasants;equal access to educationequal opportunity of education
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