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A Study of the Sacrifices to the Huangdi Mausoleum in the Perspective

of the Construction of the Sense of the Community of the Chinese Nation ZHANG Shunyue
( Institute of Contemporary China Studies Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100009 China)

Abstract: Sacrifice to the Huangdi Mausoleum is an important carrier for the formation and development of the sense of the community
of the Chinese nation in modern times. Since the late Qing Dynasty the revolutionaries have transformed and utilized the traditional
ceremonies of the Huangdi Mausoleum and contributed to the initial formation of the sense of the community of the Chinese nation. Dur—
ing the period of the Republic of China through the institutionalization of the Huangdi Mausoleum the identity of Huangdi as the an—
cestor of the entire Chinese nation gradually became widely known. In the early days of the founding of the People’s Republic of China
the relevant ceremony of the CPC was a kind of inheritance and innovation giving the “Huangdi Symbol” new connotations such as
“working people’s quality”. After the reform and opening up in China the ceremony of the Huangdi Mausoleum has received more and
more attention and it has played an important role in promoting the excellent traditional Chinese culture uniting the people of all eth—
nic groups across the country and advancing the great cause of the reunification of the whole country. In the future it is necessary to
find the integration of history and reality sum up the relevant historical experience of the ceremonies of the Huangdi Mausoleum and
further enhance the sense of the community of the Chinese nation.

Key words: sense of the community of the Chinese nation; Huangdi Mausoleum; sacrifice; ceremonial system; spiritual signs
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