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An Analysis of the Theory of Private Property in Economic and
Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844

Cao Shengliang & Zhang Wenqiang

In Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844, Marx revealed the subjective essence of private
property. By proposing the concept of objective activity, Marx critically transcends Hegelian and
Feuerbach’s philosophies, thus paving the way for his philosophical transition later. By further
analyzing the historical movement of private property, he captured that capital-labor relations lay
at the center of the capitalist society initially. Marx further posited that communism was a positive
sublation of private property, i.e., a practice to eliminate human alienation.

Review and Reflection of the Japanese Project Network of
Contemporary China Studies

Su Yujun

Network of Contemporary China Studies, launched in 2007, is a milestone research project on
Chinese studies in Japan. It is the largest and widest connected project of this kind in Japan, in
turns stimulating Japanese universities and institutes to set up their own centers on contemporary
Chinese studies. This program emphasizes on micro-level empirical analysis instead of theoretical
investigation, featuring intensive interaction with Chinese researchers as well as creating positive
social impact. Its interdisciplinary, professional, and comprehensive characteristics established it as an
essential practice in Japanese academia, which also provides a reference for our region studies.

The Birth and Advent of “Spectacle”: A Philosophical Examination of
Guy Debord’s Theory of Spectacle

Liu Bingjing

Guy Debord’s concept of spectacle goes beyond the visual image, advertisement, mass media, and the
mode of commodity consumption they carry. Spectacle was originally a humanist concept of avant-
garde art, which Debord borrowed from Bertolt Brecht’s theater theory. By analyzing the consumer
society, Debord discovered that the commodity economy was the real basis of the mechanism of
spectacle influencing the masses. With the guidance of Marxism, Debord developed spectacle into a
philosophical concept of critical theory in the context of the consumer society. This revealed the shift
of capitalism from the production of material commodities to that of the subject, constituting a new
mode of domination.
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