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Understanding the Present and Passing it on to the Future.
A New Exploration of the Significance of Publishing
Contemporary China Series

Yi Haitao

Abstract ; Contemporary China series is a large-scale publishing project launched at the end
of the 20th century. It holds great significance in three aspects. First, from the viewpoint of pub-

lishing practices, it is a major innovation in modern Chinese publishing history, stepping out from
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the past to the future of editing and publishing activities. Second, from the perspective of academ-
ic history, it comprehensively reviews the various industries and sectors in various regions, pla-
ying a role not only as a work of specialized history but also as an important account of the history
of the Communist Party of China and the People’s Republic of China. Third, in terms of social
impact, the series takes patriotism as its fundamental stance. Therefore, it strives to propel the
development of socialism with Chinese characteristics. The successful publication of this series
demonstrates the importance of publishing as well as the high standards and rigorous requirements
of publishing.

Keywords :new era, Contemporary China series, publishing industry, publishing history

(EEF 116 1)

Ba Jin’s Revisions and Interpretations of Family

and the Publication of Li Dahai
Song Qiang

Abstract: As an early advocate of anarchism, Ba Jin had to deal with ideological changes af-
ter 1949. When republishing his representative novel Family, he took the initiative to revise it in
order to align its major ideas with the prevailing ideology. Meanwhile, publishing houses not only
played a role as gatekeepers of book content, but also took the responsibility of interpreting liter-
ary works. During this period, Ba Jin wrote a new novel, Li Dahai, which revealed his conscious
effort to adhere to ideological requirements. Nevertheless, he still held different opinions from the
publishing house when his draft was being reviewed.

Keywords:Ba Jin, Family, Li Dahai, ideology



