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Historical Implications of the “Three Orientations” and
Their New Connotation and Mission in the New Era

—Commemoration of the 120th Anniversary of the Birth of Deng Xiaoping
Liw Zhentian  Guo Huaqiao

Abstract: In 1983, Deng Xiaoping inscribed for Beijing Jingshan School, “Education must be oriented
”. The “

the modernization of education, under whose guidance China’s education sector has achieved remarkable

towards modernization, the world, and the future Three Orientations” inaugurated a new journey for
accomplishments that have attracted worldwide attention. Since the 18th national congress of the communist
Party of china, socialism with Chinese characteristics has entered a new era. Guided by Xi Jinping
Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era and General Secretary Xi Jinping’s important
expositions on education, the “Three Orientations” have been endowed with new connotations and missions:
orienting towards modernization, implementing the trinity strategy of “education, science and technology, and
talent” to accelerate the development of new productive forces; orienting towards the world, promoting the
implementation of the three major global initiatives, upholding the five principles of peaceful coexistence,
and working together to build a community with a shared future for mankind; and orienting towards the
future, comprehensively advancing the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation through Chinese —style
modernization and creating a new form of human civilization.
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