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Deepening and Expanding: the Research

of China’s Social History in 2016 ( topic for a special discussion)
Chairman: CHANG Jian—hua

Chairman’ s words: Since 1980 the research of China’ s social history has gradually revived and idea and re-
search method have won wide recognition. In 2016 about 1 600 academic papers were published covering the
fields of the general theory of social history social structure state power regional societies environment
medical care social aids daily life rites beliefs oral history conference review research review and so
on which reflect the prosperity and development of the research of social history. To deepen and expand the
research of China’s social history we will publish a few academic papers to comment on the achievements
and good points and hope to give some reference on the future research.

Key Words: China’ s social history; social history in ancient China; social history in modern China; social

history in contemporary China; deepening and expanding
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